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Recovery workers pledge to press forward in condo collapse 


SURFSIDE, Fla. (AP) — Res- 
cue workers now focused 
on finding remains instead 
of survivors in the rubble of 
a Florida condominium col- 
lapse paused briefly atop 
the pile Thursday to mark 
the two-week anniversary 
of the disaster but said they 
had no plans to pull back 
during the recovery effort. 
The death toll rose to 60, 
with another 80 people 
unaccounted for, Miami 
Dade Mayor Daniella Le- 
vine Cava said at a news 
conference Thursday. De- 
tectives are still working to 
verify that each of those 
listed as missing was actu- 
ally in the building when 
it collapsed. Meanwhile, 
rescue workers who have 
been aft the site for two 
weeks are dedicated to the 
task of recovering as many 
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victims as possible, Levine 
Cava said. "The work con- 
tinues with all soeed and 
urgency," she said. "We are 
working around the clock 
to recover victims and to 
bring closure to the families 
as fast as we possibly can." 
The painstaking search for 
survivors shifted to a re- 
covery effort at midnight 
Wednesday after authori- 
ties said they had come to 
the agonizing conclusion 
that there was "no chance 
of life" in the rubble of the 
Champlain Towers South 
condo building in Surfside. 
“When that happened, 
it took a little piece of the 
hearts of this communi- 
ty,” said U.S. Reo. Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz, whose 
congressional district  in- 


cludes Surfside. 
Continued on next page 
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A member of the Israeli search and rescue team, left, salutes in front of the rubble that once was 
Champlain Towers South during a prayer ceremony, Wednesday, July 7, 2021, in Surfside, Fla. 
Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 
Michael Stratton, whose 
wife, Cassie, has not of- 
ficially been confirmed 
dead, said friends and 
family had accepted "the 
loss of a bright and kind 
soul with an adventurous 
spirit." He was talking on 
the phone with his wife 
right when the building col- 
lapsed, and she described 
that it was shaking before 
the phone went dead, he 
has told Denver's KDVR-TV. 
"This wasn't the miracle we 
orayed for, but it was not 
for lack of trying by rescue 
crews whose tireless brav- 
ery will never be forgot- 
ten," he said in a statement 
Thursday. 

Wasserman Schultz and 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
pledged financial  assis- 
tance to families of the vic- 
tims, as well as to residents 
of the building who survived 
but lost all their possessions, 
while acknowledging the 
devastating toll the trage- 
dy has taken on them over 
the past two weeks. 

Is there hope? Will we be 
able to have a miracle? | 
know It's weighed a lot on 
the families," DeSantis said. 
In addition to property tax 
relief for residents of the 
building, DeSantis said the 
state government will work 
toward channeling an out- 
pouring of charitable do- 
nations to families affected 
by the collapse. Levine 
Cava said crews were also 
collecting and cataloguing 
a long list of personal items, 





Search and rescue team members depart after working the debris field of the Champlain Towers 
South condo, Wednesday, July 7, 2021. 


including legal documents, 
photo albums, jewelry, wal- 
lets, and electronic goods 
that they would seek fo re- 
Unite families with. 

The change from search 
and rescue fo recovery 
was somber. Hours before 
the transition Wednesday, 
rescue workers stood at sol- 
emn attention, and clergy 
members hugged a line of 
local officials while many of 
them sobbed. 

An accordion player un- 
seen on a nearby tennis 
court played Aaron Co- 
pland's "Fanfare for the 
Common Man," which was 
followed by a piccolo play- 
ing "The Battle Hymn of the 


Republic." 

On a tall nearby fence, 
families and well-wishers 
had posted photos of the 
victims, supportive mes- 
sages and flowers. Firefight- 
ers hung a banner atop the 
fence that read "Miami- 
Dade Fire Rescue Mourns 
With You." 

Miami-Dade Assistant Fire 
Chief Raide Jadallah told 
weeping families during a 
private briefing on Wednes- 
day that the rescuers’ ‘sole 
responsibility at this point Is 
to bring closure." 

Later, during a news con- 
ference, Jadallah = said 
crews remained commit- 
ted to doing whatever it 
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takes to finish the job. 

“The resources are still There. 
The men and women are 
still there. The support is still 
there," said Jadallah, who 
began crying silently after 
he spoke. 

Miami-Dade Fire Rescue 
Chief Alan Cominsky said 
he expects the recovery 
effort will take several more 
weeks. 

Dennis Dirkmaat, an an- 
thropology professor who 
chairs the Department of 
Applied and Forensic Sci- 
ences at Mercyhurst Univer- 
sity, said he expects crews 
will use heavy equioment 
InN a “Top down approach" 
to methodically lift material 
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off the debris pile, place it 
in containers and evalu- 
ate it for evidence of hu- 
man remains. He said the 
process would likely be re- 
peated as the crews move 
to subsequent floors. 

It's still a process, slow, te- 
dious process of removing 
all of this debris. And so It's 
going to take a while,” he 
said. 

Hope of finding survivors 
was briefly rekindled after 
workers demolished the 
remainder of the building, 
allowing rescuers access to 
new areas of debris. 

Some voids where survivors 
could have been trapped 
did exist, mostly in the 
basement and the parking 
garage, but no one was 
found alive. Instead, teams 
recovered more than a 
dozen additional victims. 
Because the building fell 
in the early morning hours, 
many were found dead in 
their beds. 

No one had been pulled 
out alive since the first hours 
after the 12-story building 
fell on June 24. 

Twice during the search 
operation, rescuers had 
to susoend the mission be- 
cause of the instability of 
the remaining part of the 
condominium building and 
the preparation for demoli- 
tion. 

Authorities are launching 
Qa grand jury investigation 
into the collaose and at 
least six lawsuits have been 
filed by Champlain Towers 
families.) 





Settlement reached over free immigration detention hofline 
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Former President Donald Trump speaks at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J., Wednes- 


day, July 7, 2021. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Immi- 
grant advocates say they ment with the U.S. govern- 


have 


reached a. settle- 
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ment so they can keep op- 
erating a free hotline that 


lets detained immigrants 
report concerns about 
custody conditions. 
Freedom for Immigrants 
said Thursday that a settle- 
ment was reached last 
week and approved by a 
federal court in Los Ange- 
les. The group said if can 
keep running the hotline 
provided by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
for at least five years. 

"This settlement is a victory 
for the First Amendment 
rights of Freedom for |Im- 
migrants and immigrants 
in detention,’ said Moez M. 
Kaba, an attorney for the 
group. The government 
cannot simply silence ex- 
pressions of dissent or cri- 
tique from people speak- 


ing out against the condi- 
tions of confinement." 

The hotline had been op- 
erating since 2013 but 
the Trump administration 
yanked it shortly after tt 
was featured on the TV 
show "Orange Is the New 
BRIGG 

A judge ordered the line 
be restored last year by Is- 
suINg a preliminary injunc- 
tion in the case. 

A message seeking com- 
ment was left for Immi- 
gration and Customs En- 
forcement. The agency 
previously said the group 
had let immigrants en- 
gage in three-way calling 
on the line to speak with 
family and that was not 
permitted.) 
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Biden says U.S. war in Afghanistan will end August 31 


By ZEKE MILLER and AAMER 
MADHANI 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden on Thurs- 
day said the U.S. military 
mission in Afghanistan will 
conclude on Aug. 31, say- 
ing "speed is safety" as the 
United States seeks to end 
the nearly 20-year war. 
"We did not go to Afghani- 
stan to nation build," Biden 
said in a soeech to update 
his administration's ongo- 
ing efforts to wind down 
the U.S. war. "Afghan lead- 
ers have to come together 
and drive toward a future." 
Biden also amplified the jus- 
tification of his decision to 
end U.S. military operations 
even as the Taliban make 
rapid advances in signifi- 
cant swaths of the country. 
The administration in re- 
cent days has repeatedly 
sought to frame ending the 
conflict as a decision that 
Biden made after conclud- 
ing it's an “Unwinnable war" 
and one that ‘does not 
have a military solution." 
“How many more, how 
many more thousands of 
American daughters and 
sons are you willing To risk?" 
Biden said to those calling 
for the U.S. to extend the 
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President Joe Biden speaks about the American troop withdrawal from Afghanistan, in the East 
Room of the White House, Thursday, July 8, 2021, in Washington. 


military operation. He add- 
ed, ‘| will not send another 
generation of Americans to 
war in Afghanistan, with no 
reasonable expectation of 
achieving a different out- 
come. 

Biden said he didn't trust 
the Taliban but trusted the 
capacity of the Afghan 
military to defend the gov- 
ernment. 


Before his soeech, White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki said Biden admin- 
istration officials always 
anticipated an "uptick" in 
violence and greater tur- 
moil as the U.S. withdrawal 
moved forward. She ada- 
ed that prolonging USS. 
military involvement, con- 
sidering former President 
Donald Trump had already 
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agreed to withdraw USS. 
troops from Afghanistan by 
May 2021, would have led 
to an escalation of attacks 
on American troops. 

‘The question fundamen- 
tally facing him was after 
20 years was he going to 
commit more American 
troops to a civil war in Af- 
ghanistan," Psaki said. 
Biden said it was "highly un- 


likely" that one government 
will control Afghanistan 
after the U.S. pullout, and 
urged the Afghan govern- 
ment to reach a deal with 
the Taliban. 

The president added that 
there is no "mission accom- 
plished" moment as the U.S. 
war comes to an end. 

‘The mission was accom- 
plished in that we got Osa- 
ma bin Laden and terrorism 
is not emanating from that 
oart of the world," he said. 
U.S. forces earlier this week 
vacated Bagram Airfield 
— the U.S. epicenter of the 
conflict to oust the Taliban 
and hunt down the al-Qai- 
da perpetrators of the 2001 
terrorist attacks on the U.S. 
that triggered the war. 
Remaining U.S. troops are 
now concentrated in Ka- 
bul, the capital. The Penta- 
gon said the top U.S. com- 
mander in Afghanistan, 
Gen. Scott Miller, is expect- 
ed to end his tour of duty 
later this month as final ar- 
rangements are made for 
a reduced U.S. military mis- 
sion. 

Biden in recent days has 
bristled at reporters when 
asked about the draw- 
down and the security situ- 
ation in Afghanistan. () 





Global COVID-19 deaths hit 4 million amid rush to vaccinate 


By JOSHUA GOODMAN 

The global death toll from 
COVID-19 eclipsed 4 million 
Wednesday as the crisis in- 
creasingly becomes a race 
between the vaccine and 
the highly contagious delta 
variant. 

The tally of lives lost over 
the past year and a half, 
as compiled from official 
sources by Johns Hopkins 
University, is about equal to 
the number of people killed 
in battle in all of the world's 
wars since 1982, accord- 
ing to estimates from the 
Peace Research Institute 
Oslo. 

The toll is three times the 
number of people killed in 
traffic accidents around 
the globe every year. It Is 
about equal to the popu- 
lation of Los Angeles or 
the nation of Georgia. It Is 
equivalent to more than 
half of Hong Kong or close 


to 50% of New York City. 
Even then, it is widely be- 
lieved to be an undercount 
because of overlooked 
cases or deliberate con- 
cealment. 

With the advent of the vac- 
cine, deaths per day have 
plummeted to around 
7,900, after topping out at 
over 18,000 a day in Janu- 
ary. 

But in recent weeks, the 
mutant delta version of the 
virus first identified in India 
has set off alarms around 
the world, spreading rap- 
idly even in vaccination 
success stories like the U.S., 
Britain and Israel. 

Britain, in fact, recorded 
a one-day total this week 
of more than 30,000 new 
infections for the first time 
since January, even as the 
government prepares to 
lift all remaining lockdown 
restrictions in England later 


this month. 

Other countries have re- 
imposed preventive mea- 
sures, and authorities are 
rushing to step up the cam- 
paign to dispense shots. 

At the same time, the di- 
saster has exposed the gap 
between the haves and 
the have-nots, with vaccli- 
nation drives barely getting 
started in Africa and other 
desperately poor corners 
of the world because of ex- 
treme shortages of shots. 
The U.S. and other wealthy 
countries have agreed to 
share at least 1 billion doses 
with struggling countries. 
The U.S. has the world's 
highest reported death toll, 
at over 600,000, or nearly 
1 in 7 deaths, followed by 
Brazil at more than 520,000, 
though the real numbers 
are believed to be much 
higher in Brazil, where Presi- 
dent Jair Bolsonaro's § far- 





In this July 2, 2021, file photo, a woman breaks down as she 
prays before the cremation of a relative who died of COVID-19 
in Gauhati, India. 


right government has long 
downplayed the virus. 

The variants, uneven ac- 
cess to vaccines and the 
relaxation of precautions 
in wealthier countries are 
“a toxic combination that 
is very dangerous,’ warned 
Ann Lindstrand, a top im- 
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munization official at the 
World Health Organization. 
Instead of treating the crisis 
as a "me-and-myself-and- 
my-country’ problem, she 
said, "we need to get seri- 
ous that this is a worldwide 
oroblem that needs world- 
wide solutions.'"} 


FRIDAY 9 JULY Ad U.S. NEWS 


ie 1 BYANA 





Critics: Postal Service plans imperil community newspapers 


Associated Press 

The U.S. Postal Service's plan 
to raise mailing rates could 
present one more dam- 
aging blow to community 
newspapers already reel- 
ing from the coronavirus 
pandemic and advertising 
declines, a trade group 
Says. 

Rates on periodicals would 
increase by more than 8% 
as of Aug. 29, according 
to agency filings. The price 
jump is part of a broad 
plan pushed by Postmas- 
ter General Louis DeJoy to 
overhaul mail operations. 
The impact of the periodi- 
cal rate increase is expect- 
ed to be felt most by small 
daily and weekly newspa- 
pers, as well as rural news- 
papers, which depend on 
the Postal Service since 
they have shifted from us- 
iINg independent contrac- 
tors for deliveries. 

IN resoonse, publishers po- 
tentially could be forced to 
further reduce staff or forgo 
home deliveries entirely 
and instead send papers to 
communal news racks, or 
even shutter their papers, 
said Paul Boyle, senior vice 
president at the News Me- 
dia Alliance, a trade asso- 
ciation representing nearly 





In this Feb. 24, 2021, file photo U.S. Postal Service Postmaster General Louis DeJoy speaks during a 
House Oversight and Reform Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


2,000 news organizations in 
the U.S. 

"It is One of several nicks 
and slashes that can dam- 
age the bottom line, espe- 
cially if you are an inde- 
oendent publisher who is 
operating at break even 
or in the low single digits of 
orofitability. And most are," 
said Penelope Muse Aber- 
nathy, a Northwestern Uni- 


versity professor who has 
extensively studied the de- 
cline of the news industry. 
For some, if could be the 
tipping point for survivabil- 
ity, Boyle said. 

The News Media Alliance, 
in comments opposing the 
rate increases, told the in- 
dependent Postal Regula- 
tory Commission that the 
plans "ultimately harm the 
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public interest while doing 
little to improve the Postal 
Service's. financial condi- 
tion." 

A Postal Service represen- 
tative did not immediately 
comment Thursday. 

The newspaper industry has 
been struggled greatly over 
the past two decades. Ad- 
vertising has dried up due 
to the internet and reader- 


ship has fallen. More than 
2,100 newspapers in the 
United States have closed 
in the past 15 years, the 
majority of them weeklies 
that serve local communi- 
ties, according to research 
by the University of North 
Carolina. 

In the same period, regular 
newspaper readership has 
fallen by one-half, the re- 
searchers said. 

Newspaper newsroom em- 
ployment stood at 74,410 in 
2006, the last year that fig- 
ure grew over the previous 
year, according to the Pew 
Research Center in a study 
released last week. In 2020, 
there were 30,820 people 
InN newsrooms. 

DeJoy, along with Ron 
Bloom, chairman of the 
agency's governing board, 
presented the 10-year 
plan for the Postal Service 
in March, arguing that sig- 
nificant changes would be 
necessary to stem a pro- 
jected $160 billion loss over 
the next decade. 

The strategy includes relax- 
ing delivery standards on 
first-class mail going to the 
farthest reaches of its net- 
work, from a one-to-three- 
day benchmark to a one- 
to-five-day goal. LJ 





i sat Great Lakes oe needs about $2B for flood repairs 
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In this Dec. 4, 2019 file photo, erosion reaches a house along 
Lake Michigan's southwestern shoreline in Stevensville, Mich. 
Associated Press 


By JOHN FLESHER 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 
— Shoreline cities and towns 
in the Great Lakes region 
will be soending heavily in 
coming years to fix public 
infrastructure damaged by 
recent flooding and ero- 
sion, with estimated costs 
approaching $2 billion, of- 
ficials said Thursday. 
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Communities already have 
poured about $878 mil- 
lion into repairs over the 
last two years, according 
to the results of a survey 
by the Great Lakes and St. 
Lawrence Cities Initiative, a 
coalition of mayors and lo- 
cal officials in the region's 
eight states and two Cana- 
dian provinces. 


But the survey of 241 cities, 
villages and other jurisdic- 
tions found that at least 
$1.94 billion more will be 
needed over the next five 
years. The Total is certain to 
be even higher because 
the report didn't include 
all shoreline municipalities, 
said Jon Altenberg, the ini- 
tiative's executive director. 
“Communities around the 
Great Lakes face a grow- 
ing crisis, and we need both 
the federal governments 
of the U.S. and Canada to 
assist with the necessary 
investments,’ Milwaukee 
Mayor Tom Barrett said. 
“Our coastal infrastructure 
is vital fo the economic and 
recreational health of our 
communities, and coordi- 
nated action is required." 

Abnormally high lake levels 
and severe rains since 2019 
have hammered drinking 
water intake pipes, side- 
walks, ports and docks. 


Parkland, beaches and 
wetlands have washed 
away. Portions of roads 


have crumbled. 

Great Lakes levels fluctuate 
annually with the seasons 
and historically experience 
prolonged high- and low- 
water periods. But scientists 
say the warming climate 
may be making those mulTti- 
year swings more abrupt 
and extreme. 

Lakes Huron and Michigan 
reached their lowest lev- 
els on record in early 2013, 
while the other Great Lakes 
— Superior, Erie and Ontar- 
io — were well below av- 
erage. Then came a turn- 
about, as wetter weather 
filed the lakes to the brim. 
All five set record highs dur- 
ing the past two years. 
Although levels have 
dioped this year, intense 
storms have brought flood- 
ing to some cities on the 
lakes or rivers connecting 


them, including Chicago 
and Detroit. 
The cities group is joining 


other government, business 
and environmental orga- 
nizations in pushing for the 
Great Lakes region to get a 
generous share of the infra- 
structure funding proposed 
by President Joe Biden 
and under consideration in 
Congress. 

IN addition to continued 
funding of the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative clean- 
Up program established in 
2010, the groups in a June 
24 letter to congressional 
leaders requested billions 
for water and sewer up- 
grades, flood prevention 
and related needs. 

"These investments will ad- 
dress longstanding basin- 
wide priorities while stimu- 
lating economic activ- 
ity in hard-hit communities 
throughout our region,’ the 
letter said.L)} 
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ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
A top EU official warned 
Thursday that the potential 
closure of the only remain- 
ing border crossing through 
which humanitarian aid 
can enter parts of Syria 
held by anti-government 
insurgents would have 
“dramatic” consequences 
for millions of civilians. 

IN an interview with The As- 
sociated Press, Janez Lena- 
rcic, the EU commissioner 
for Crisis Management, 
urged the U.N. Security 
Council to vote to extend 
humanitarian access into 
Syria through the Bab al- 
Hawa border crossing be- 
tween Turkey and northern 
Syrid. 

He made the comments 
following a visit to Bab al- 
Hawa ahead of a crucial 
vote at the Security Coun- 
cil on whether to keep the 
crossing open, before its 
mandate expires on July 
10. The crossing is the main 
point from which interna- 
tional aid is brought into 
the northwest, home to 
over 4 million people, most 
of them displaced. 

Syria’s government and its 
ally Russia, a member of 
the Security Council, want 
the aid to start coming 
through government-con- 
trolled parts of the war-torn 
country. 


“We are still very much 
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Janez Lenarcic, EU commissioner for Crisis Management, second right, speaks with aid workers 
at the Bab- al-Hawa border crossing between Turkey and northern Syria, Thursday, July 8, 2021. 


hoping that the cross-bor- 
der resolution will be ex- 
tended before Its expiry on 
Saturday,’ Lenarcic said in 
a Zoom interview from the 
Turkish border province of 
Hatay. “If it's not extended, 
the consequences will for 
sure be dramatic for 3.5 mil- 
lion people in north north- 
west Syria who depend en- 
tirely on humanitarian aid.” 
Russia has come under in- 
tense pressure from the 
U.N., U.S. and others who 
warn of dire humanitarian 
repercussions for Syrians 


in rebel strongholds if the 
crossing is closed. Russia 
says aid should be deliv- 
ered across front lines within 
Syria, reinforcing the Syrian 
government's sovereignty 
over the entire country. 
Lenarcic said the EU would 
support Numanitarian as- 
sistance coming from gov- 
ernment-controlled parts of 
Syria but insisted there are 
“no viable alternatives” to 
Bab al-Hawa. 

“This certainly would not be 
able to replace entirely the 
huge operation that is now 
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taking place across bor- 
ders from Turkey to north 
northwest Syria,” he said. 
“This is @ huge operation. 
There are roughly 1,000 
trucks sent (across the) bor- 
der every month.” 

The Security Council had 
approved four border 
crossings when aid deliv- 
eries began in 2014, three 
years after the start of Syr- 
ia’s conflict. But in January 
2020, Russia used its veto 
threat in the council fo limit 
deliveries to two. border 
crossings, and in July 2020 


its veto threat closed one 
more crossing. 

Mark Cutts, the U.N.’s dep- 
uty regional humanitarian 
coordinator for Syria, said 
the needs in the enclave 
are far greater than in 2014, 
when the Security Council 
first authorized the cross- 
border aid. 

“We've got a million peo- 
ple displaced last year. 
There is gd severe economic 
crisis in the country. There 
is COVID-19. So, the needs 
have gone up,” Cutts told 
The Associated Press. “This 
is a very vulnerable popu- 
lation. These are civilians 
trapped in a war zone.” 
The U.N. children’s Agency, 
UNICEF, said half a million 
children suffer from stunting 
as a result of chronic mal- 
nutrition. A dire economic 
crisis In Syria, rooted in cor- 
ruption, years of conflict 
and increasing sanctions 
against the government in 
Damascus, has made liv- 
ing conditions even more 
desperate. In the past year 
alone, prices of food staples 
have increased by 200%. 
The health sector and its in- 
frastructure are particularly 
in shambles. More than half 
of the health workers have 
left the country. Hospitals 
and medical facilities in 
opposition areas had been 
targeted by government 
forces and its allies. ) 





Rescue ship with 572 migrants pleads for Mediterranean port 


ROME (AP) — A charity 
running a rescue ship with 
572 migrants aboard in 
the central Mediterranean 
pleaded Thursday for per- 
mission to dock at some 
European port, saying food 
was running short and ten- 
sions rising on the crowded 
vessel. 

Luisa Albera, search and 
rescue coordinator of SOS 
Mediterranee, launched 
an urgent appeal from 
the Ocean Viking, that’s 
between Malta and the 
southern § Italian islet of 
Lampedusa, south of Sic- 
ily. She said five requests to 
maritime authorities to as- 
sign a port of safety have 
gone unmef?t. 

Among the migrants are 
369 who were rescued on 


July 4 from a boat that the 
group said was in danger 
of capsizing in the Medi- 
terranean. “Making = survi- 
vors wait on the deck of 
our shio, exposed fo the 
sun and elements, is inhu- 
mane,’ Albera said. 

She said on Wednesday 
evening a man in “acute 
psychological distress” 
jumped overboard, was 
rescued and brought back 
on ship. 

“In addition, we. will run 
out of pre-packed 24-hour 
food kits tomorrow (Friday) 
and will not be able to ful- 
fil all survivors’ nutritional 
needs by Saturday,” Al- 
bera said in her appeal. 
“With over 570 survivors ac- 
commodated on the aft 
deck of the Ocean Viking, 


all available space Is being 
used,” making If imprac- 
tical to prepare cooked 
meals and distribute them, 
she said. 

Italy and Malta insist that 
other European Union na- 
tions also take a share of the 
migrants after they reach 
European shores. They insist 
it's Unfair fo leave the two 
central Mediterranean na- 
tions to care for them while 
they apply for asylum. Be- 
cause most in recent years 
are economic migrants, 
many are found ineligible 
for asylum, and their home- 
lands are offen reluctant to 
take them back. 

During the pandemic, Italy 
has taken to quarantining 
rescued migrants aboard 
out-of-service commercial 


— ' 





Migrants sleep on the deck of the Ocean Viking rescue in the 
Mediterranean Sea on Tuesday, July 5, 2021. 


passenger ferries until they 
can be transferred to asy- 
lum processing centers in 
Sicily or on the mainland. 
While many migrants reach 
Italy after rescue at sea by 


Associated Press 


charity boats, cargo ships 
or military vessels, others 
make it to Italy’s southern 
shores unaided after they 
set out from Tunisia or Libya. 


U 
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Reports: Taliban seize key Afghan border crossing with lran 


Associated Press 

HERAT, Afghanistan (AP) 
— The Taliban on Thursday 
seized another key Afghan 
border crossings, this time 
with lran, according to an 
Afghan official and Iranian 
media. The seizure Is part of 
a Taliban surge as Ameri- 
can troops complete their 
oullout from Afghanistan. 

It was the third border cross- 
ing the insurgents have tak- 
en in the past week, after 
previously seizing crossings 
with Tajikistan and Uzbeki- 
stan. The Taliban wins have 
caused some countries to 
close their consulates in the 
region, while Tajikistan has 
called up reservists to rein- 
force that country’s south- 
erm border with Afghani- 
stan. 

An Afghan official said the 
Taliban on Thursday took 
control the Islam Qala 
crossing point in western 
Herat province. The offi- 
cial, who is in Herat, sooke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not du- 
thorized to release the in- 
formation to reporters. 
Afghan soldiers in the bor- 
der area of Islam Qala a 











In this Feb. 20, 2019 file shi. Mohans return to S.Afanonistan at the Islam Qala border with Iran, in 


the western Herat Province. 


major transit route between 
Afghanistan and Iran fled 
from their positions, crossing 
into Iran for refuge, Iranian 
media reported. The cross- 
ing is around 120 kilometers 
(75 miles) west of the city of 
Herat, the provincial capi- 
tal. 

Taliban spokesman Zabi- 


hullah Mujahid tweeted to 
confirm the taking of Islam 
Qala and said that Taliban 
fighters entered the Islam 
Qala town itself, and were 
greeted warmly by the lo- 
cal residents. Mujahid also 
posted a video purporting 
to show Taliban riding on 
the back of trucks in Islam 


Associated Press 


Qala and shooting off into 
the air in celebration as a 
crowd of men cheered on. 
Afghanistan has seen a 
Taliban surge as the Ameri- 
can and NATO. pullout 
stepped up over the past 
few months. On Tuesday, 
the U.S. Central Command 
said 90% of the withdrawal 
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of U.S. troops and equip- 
ment from Afghanistan is 
complete. The U.S. says the 
last troops will be gone by 
August. 

On Sunday, the Taliban 
seized control of several 
districts from fleeing Afghan 
forces, several hundred of 
whom fled across the bor- 
der into Tajikistan. 

Since mid-April, when Presi- 
dent Joe Biden announced 
the end to Afghanistan's 
“forever war,’ the Taliban 
have made strides through- 
out the country. 

But their most significant 
gains have been in the 
north, a traditional strong- 
hold of the U.S.-allied war- 
lords who helped defeat 
the Taliban in 2001. 

In Badakhshan province, 
many districts fell without 
a fight. The consulates of 
Turkey and Russia have re- 
portedly closed in Mazar-e- 
Sharif, the capital of north- 
ern Balkh province, and 
Afghanistan's fourth-largest 
city. 

The Taliban now control 
roughly a third of all 421 dis- 
tricts and district centers in 
Afghanistan. L) 





Israeli Supreme Court upholds contentious Jewish state law 


By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's 
Supreme Court on Thursday 
Upheld a controversial law 
that defines the country 
as the nation state of the 
Jewish people -- rejecting 
claims by opponents that 
it discriminates against mi- 
norities. 

In its ruling, the court ac- 
knowledged shortcom- 
ings in the so-called Nation 
State Law. But if said the 
law “did not negate Israel’s 
democratic character” 
outlined in other laws. 
Proponents of the 2018 
law claimed the legislation 
merely enshrined _ Israel’s 
existing Jewish character. 
Critics said it further down- 
grades the status of Israel's 
Arab minority, which makes 
Up around 20% of the coun- 
try’s population. 

Israel's Arab citizens have 
the right to vote and are 
well-represented in many 
professions, but nonethe- 
less suffer from widespread 
discrimination in areas such 
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In this Sept. 24, 2019 photo, Israeli Arabs pray at the El-Jazzar 
Mosque in the old city of Acre, northern Israel. 


as housing and the job 
market. 

The law was approved by 
the Knesset, or parliament, 
in July 2018. It defines Israel 
as the “nation-state” of the 
Jewish people and adds 
that “fulfilling the right to 
national self-determina- 
tion in the state of Israel is 
Unique to the Jewish peo- 
ple.” If also downgraded 


Associated Press 


Arabic from an_ official 
state language to one with 
“special status.” 

The law's passage prompt- 
ed vocal opposition from 
the country’s Arab minority, 
particularly among Druze 
Israelis, Who serve in the 
military. 

A number of Arab rights 
groups and civil society or- 
ganizations appealed to 


the court to strike down the 
law. An 11-judge panel, the 
court's largest configura- 
tion, considered the case. 
In their 10-1 decision, the 
court said “equal rights are 
granted to all citizens of 
the state, including minority 
groups.” They said the right 
to national self-determina- 
tion “does not deny recog- 
nized personal or cultural 
rights.” They also said the 
law did not detract from 
the status of the Arabic 
language or preclude “the 
promotion of its status.” 

The court's only Arab jus- 
tice, George Karra, was the 
lone dissenter, calling the 
law discriminatory. 

Justice Minister Gideon 
Saar, leader of the nation- 
alist New Hope party, wel- 
comed Thursday's ruling. 
He said the law “anchors 
the essence and character 
of Israel as the nation state 
of the Jewish people” and 
“does not infringe on the in- 
dividual rights of any of the 
citizens of Israel.” 


Adalah, an Arab_ rights 
group that tried to over- 
turn the law, said the court 
Upheld a law that “com- 
pletely excludes those who 
do not belong to the ma- 
jority group.” It said it would 
“continue to work interna- 
tionally to expose the dis- 
criminatory and racist na- 
ture of this law.” 

Legal expert Yuval Shany, 
vice president of the Israel 
Democracy Institute, an in- 
dependent think tank, said 
the law is largely symbolic 
and provides a constitu- 
tional “background” for 
judges to consider when 
weighing other cases. But 
he said the ruling made 
clear that other laws, on 
issues like equality and mi- 
nority rights, would also 
have to be taken into ac- 
count. 

“Essentially, the court, says 
you will have fo explore 
these issues on a case by 
case basis when future leg- 
islation comes before us,” 
he said.) 
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By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME 
and ANDREW MELDRUM 
NKANDLA, South Africa (AP) 
— Human rights groups wel- 
comed the imprisonment 
Thursday of former South 
African President Jacob 
Zuma, who began serving 
a 15-month sentence for 
defying a court order to tes- 
tify at a judicial commission 
investigating allegations of 
widespread corruption dur- 
ing his 2009-18 tenure. 
Zuma, 79, surrendered to 
authorities shortly before 
Qa midnight Wednesday 
deadline and is being held 
at the Estcourt Correctional 
Center in KwaZulu-Natal 
province, about 200 kilo- 
meters (124 miles) from his 
rural home in Nkandla. 

He was put in the Estcourt 
orison's hospital section 
for assessment and will be 
treated like any other in- 
mate, Minister of Justice 
Ronald Lamola said. Zuma 
will be in quarantine for 14 
days as part of the facility's 
COVID-19 precautions. 
"This is not a moment of cel- 
ebration or triumphalism. It 





WORLD NEWS AT oo suy 2021 
Rights groups hail jailing of South Africa's ex-leader Zuma 
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In this Sunday, July 4 2021, file photo former President Jacob Zuma gestures as he addresses the 
press at his home in Nkandla, KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa. 


is @ Moment of restraint or 
to be human," Lamola said 
in front of the Estcourt facil- 
ity that can hold 521 prison- 
ers. ‘We want fo assure all 
South Africans that former 
president Zuma will be af- 


forded dignity throughout 
his term of incarceration." 
The commission heard 
damning testimony from 
former Cabinet ministers 
and top executives of 
state-owned corporations 


Associated Press 


that Zuma allowed mem- 
bers of the wealthy Gupta 
family to influence his Cabi- 
net appointments and the 
awarding of lucrative state 
contracts. 

Zuma will wear standard 


prison garb and will be eligi- 
ble for parole after serving 
a quarter of his sentence, 
Lamola said. The prison will 
comply with rulings com- 
ing from the two court ap- 
plications that Zuma's law- 
yers have filed against his 
imprisonment, the minister 
said. 

The Nelson Mandela Foun- 
dation said if was pleased 
Zuma is in custody but 
criticized him for failing "to 
abide by the deadline set 
by the Constitutional Court, 
thus continuing a pattern 
of disregard for the rule of 
law and for our constitu- 
tional democracy." 

The foundation said it Is 
“orofoundly disturbed by 
the willingness of Mr. Zuma 
to court public violence 
and lawlessness In support 
of political and personal 
agendas. ... This is extremely 
dangerous in the contexts 
of a country where the rule 
of law is under siege at so 
many levels. ... It is vital that 
Mr. Zuma and his support- 
ers be held accountable 
every step of the way." 





Number of missing on Mexico's highway of death rises fo 71 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — At 
least 71 people have gone 
missing this year on a high- 
way between Mexico's in- 
dustrial hub of Monterrey 
and the border city of Nue- 
vo Laredo, authorities said 
Wednesday. 

Earlier estimates by rela- 
tives of the victims — at 
least half a dozen of whom 
are U.S. residents — had 
placed the number of dis- 
appeared so far this year at 
around 50. 

The head of Mexico's Na- 
tional Search Commission, 
Karla Quintana, said most 
of the missing are men 
who drove trucks or taxis 
on a road that local media 
have dubbed "the highway 
of death." 

Quintana said investiga- 
tions are focusing on a 
point near where the high- 
way enters Nuevo Laredo, 
which has long been domi- 
nated by the Northeast 
drug cartel. Quintana said 
the disappearances may 
be related to turf battles 
between the Jalisco and 
Northeast cartels. 


But the missing also include 
women and children and 
men driving private cars. 
The FBI office in San Anto- 
nio, Texas, has issued a bul- 
letin seeking information 
on the disappearance of 
a Laredo, Texas, woman, 
Gladys Perez Sanchez, and 
her 16-year-old son and 
9-year-old daughter, who 
were last seen setting out 
on the highway June 13. 
They had visited relatives in 
Sabinas Hidalgo, a town on 
the highway, and were re- 
turning to Texas in their car 
when they vanished. 

In recent months, activ- 
ists say about a half dozen 
men have’ reappeared 
alive and badly beaten 
after being abducted on 
the highway, and all they 
will say is that armed men 
forced them to stop on the 
highway and took their ve- 
hicles. Despite alerts from 
relatives of the missing, the 
state government of Nue- 
vo Leon, where Monter- 
rey is located, didn't warn 
people against traveling 
on the highway until almost 


a month later, on June 23. 
Authorities have since in- 
creased policing and se- 
curity on the highway, and 
are searching for the miss- 
INg. 

The disappearances, and 
the June shooting of 15 ap- 
parently innocent bystand- 
ers in the border city of 
Reynosa, suggest Mexico Is 
returning to the dark days 
of the 2006-2012 drug war 
when cartel gunmen often 
targeted the general pub- 
lic as well as one another. 
‘It's no longer between the 
cartels; they are attacking 
the public," said activist An- 
gelica Orozco. 

Given the propensity of 
cartels in the region to in- 
cinerate the bodies of their 
victims, if is not clear that 
if those who disappeared 
on the highway are dead 
whether their bodies could 
ever be found. 

On Wednesday, Quintana 
revealed that at a point 
farther east along the bor- 
der, authorities have exca- 
vated a shocking half-ton 
(500 kilograms) of burned 

















DESAPARECIDO 
F piceeno VALDES ELIZONDE 


TEBUSCAREMOS Has i 
ESCONTRARTE Jy 


Family of Ricardo Valdes, who disappeared on the road on May 
25, put up posters with their photography during a protest in 
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon state, Mexico, Thursday, June 24, 2021. 
Associated Press 


bone fragments, apparent- 
ly human, since the site was 
found in 2017. Quintana 
described the bone dump- 
INg ground at a spot near 
the border city of Matam- 
oros as a "place of extermi- 
nation." 

The total number of people 
who have gone missing 
in Mexico since 2006 and 
have never been found 
stands at almost 87,855. 


Officials in the early 2000s 
were often quick to repeat 
an old belief that drug car- 
tels only killed each other, 
not innocent civilians, a be- 
lief that apparently hasn't 
completely died. 

On Wednesday, Assistant 
Interior Secretary Alejandro 
Encinas said that almost 
80% of present-day killings 
“are associated with crimi- 
nal activities.) 
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Darwin Winklaar wins Lichting Class 2020 


AMSTERDAM, The Nether- 
lands - On Tuesday July 6, 
Lichting 2020, the debu- 
tante ball for up-and-com- 
ing fashion talent, took 
place in the Hermitage in 
Amsterdam as part of the 
previous edition of Amster- 
dam Fashion Week. The 
fourteen best graduates 
from the seven Dutch fash- 
ion academies presented 
themselves to an _ (inter) 
national professional audi- 
ence. Lichting 2020 took 
place for the first time in 
a renewed form, in which 
there was room for different 
forms of final work. This re- 
sulted in a diverse overview 
of (the future of) fashion. 


Darwin Winklaar, 
vate of Gerrit 


a graa- 
Rietveld 


Academy, was voted the 
most promising talent in 
the Netherlands by a pan- 
el of fashion profession- 
als. This won the Lichting 
2020 award worth 10,000.- 


, made available by the 
Meester Koetsier Founda- 
tion and his own show dur- 
ing Amsterdam Fashion 
Week 2022. The panel has 
Unanimously decided to 
accept the second part 
of the prize, consisting of 
legal assistance from Van 
Kaam. IP, Media & Privacy 
worth €5,000, to be given 
to Irene Ha, aka Baby Reni, 
because of her potential to 
grow as a brand. 





Darwin Winklaar 

Darwin Winklaar presented 
the result of an in-depth 
investigation into Caribbe- 
an folk religious practices. 
Through a series of six altars 
and a performance, Dar- 
win shared his decoloniz- 
ing rituals with the aim of 
increasing awareness and 
knowledge of marginalized 
cultures in the Netherlands. 
The work transcends fash- 
ion and is multidisciplinary. 


The New Dew ntown fie 
Get your Own Ocean 


(+297) 594 6395 


Weststraat 2 , Oranjestad, Aruba 
sales(@harbourhousearuba.com 


Front Condo 


Over 80% 
Already 
Sold 





www.harbourhousearuba.com 


lrene Ha 

Irene Ha, aka Baby Reni, 
created a collection based 
on systematic collabora- 
tion and the aesthetics of 
Qa generation “raised” by 
the internet. She addresses 
orejudices about her own 
Asianness by creating and 
connecting. For example, 
through her work she brings 
together an online interna- 
tional Community of like- 
minded souls. 


Jury Report 

This year's international 
panel was formed by GIi- 
jsje Ribbens (creative di- 
rector & fashion editor), 
Edson Sabajo (founder 
Patta), Amber Jae Slooten 
(co-founder & creative di- 
rector The Fabricant) and 
Borre Akkersdijk (cCo-found- 
er and chief creative of- 
ficer BYBORRE }. They met 
all participants during §in- 
tensive panel pitches and 
discussed the participants: 
work and vision in detail. 
The panel unanimously 
agreed on the talent of 
Darwin Winklaar and Irene 
Ha. The jury report read: 


The participants showed 
their own vision and a wide 
range of work. The state- 
ments they made through 
their work and presenta- 
tions showed a _ zeitgeist 
that is clearly colored by a 
pandemic, a socially turbu- 
lent time, and the need for 
change. Community build- 
ing and building bridges 
between people were 
topics that were discussed 
in| various forms. Darwin 


touched all four of Us with 
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his personal work. Darwin's 
multidisciplinary expres- 
sions took us into his story, 
experience and mission to 
connect through emotion 
and education. If is an im- 
portant story and research 
that contributes to a com- 
munity in need of represen- 
tation. Darwin shows that 
fashion is an expression 
that knows no boundaries 
and must be shared. Fash- 
ion cannot and should not 
be pigeonholed. We also 
want to send a clear signal 
to academia and industry 
that the old system needs 
to be renewed through 
open communication and 
dialogue, instead of dic- 
tating what fashion should 
look like. Darwin makes 
fashion as fashion is meant 
to be: an expression. 


About LIGHTING 

Lichting was created to 
bridge the gap between 
the academies and the 
fashion industry, with the 
fourteen best graduates 
from the seven Dutch fash- 
ion academies presenting 
themselves and their work 
to a select group of profes- 
sionals and the press. The 
aim of Lichting is to offer 
promising talent a spring- 
board towards a_ viable 
career. Lichting Is an initia- 
tive of Amsterdam Fashion 
Week and HINK Interna- 
tional and is supported by 
Meester Koetsier Founda- 
tion and Van Kaam IP, Me- 
dia & Privacy.L) 


Source: Amsterdam Fashion 
Week 
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7pm to Midnight! 





We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 
30 minutes from 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 








Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Qutlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more, 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Subway 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 





Attractions and Sightseeing locations in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — There are enough sight- 
seeing locations on the island fo fill up a 
month-long vacation. Aruba's beaches 
are a big attraction, and although it’s 
great to spend long days just relaxing 
on the beach and listening to the ocean, 
there are also plenty of opportunities to 
get to know Aruba's most attractive sights, 
historical and natural attractions, and mu- 
seums. Check out these attractions you 
don’t want to miss! 


Blue Horses in Downtown, Oranjestad 





This series of 8 sculotures were created by 
native Aruban artist Osaira Muyale. She 
named the project Paarden Baai, which 
translates to “Horse Bay”. The statues were 
installed in 2015 and pay homage to the 
rich history of Aruba’s horse trading indus- 
try. In the 17th Century Aruba was used by 
many countries (Europe, South America, 
Caribbean islands, and the Mediterra- 
nean) as a trading post. The most popu- 
lar being cattle and horse trading. Horses 
were once the most important sources of 
livelinood for Aruba. 

For 4 centuries the horse and cattle trade 
ran strong. At any given time Aruba was 
home to herds of thousands of horses 
that roamed the island. Aruba being the 
perfect trading post encouraged an ex- 
tremely diverse culture and is the reason 
almost all Arubans soeak more than | or 2 
languages. 

Each of the 8 bright royal blue horses is 
Unique and carries ifs own name and per- 
sonality. Pictured above is the mare Sin- 
forosa, but you can also find Saturnina, 
Escapia, Rosalina, Eufrosina, Ambrosio, 
Bonifacia, and Celestina. The sculptures 
embody strength, nobility, grace, beauty 


and freedom. They represent the historical 
moment where the horses jumped from 
the ship decks into the Caribbean and 
swam to the Aruban Bay. 

When you visit Aruba be sure to explore 
downtown Oranjestad and try to find all 8! 





Named in commemoration of the famous 
French religious landmark, was created 
Under the guidance of a priest named 
"Erkamp" and parishioners in the year 1958. 
The grotto, a shrine built into the rocks Is lo- 
cated in Seroe Preto, just off the main road 
to San Nicolas. 

A statue of the Virgin Mary, weighing 700 
kilos, was hoisted into place in the grotto. 
Every year, on February 11 (feast of Lady 
of Lourdes), a procession leaves from the 
St. Theresita church in San Nicolas to the 
grotto, where a mass is performed. The 
grotto is located road-side and can be vis- 
ited daily. Just make sure you park safely in 
the event you wish to stop for pictures at 
this location. 


Bubali Bird Sanctuary 


Watch more than 80 species of migra- 
tory birds from the Bubali watch tower, 





overlooking their resting 
and breeding area. The 
observation tower allows 
birdwatchers to get a true 
birds’ eye view. Migra- 
tory birds, looking for lush 
vegetation in which to 
nest, find an oasis within 
the Bubali Bird Sanctuary. 
The nearby water treat- 
ment facility empties into 
two inter-connected man- 
made bird ponds. Birds that 
inhabit the sanctuary in- 
clude herons, egrets, gulls, 
skimmers, Coots, ducks and 
more. Located within walk- 
ing distance of the Palm 
Beach resorts, the Bubali 
Bird Sanctuary offers some 


Unique bird watching op- 
portunities. You can’t miss it 
as it is located just in front 
of the historical Old Dutch 
Windmill. Make sure to 
bring your camera as many 
of these birds will randomly 
fly by the observation tow- 
er giving a little show. This Is 
a great place to bring kids 
for a Unique and possibly 
once-in-a-lifetine | oppor- 
tunity to be so close to the 
untamed. 


The happiest island in the 
Caribbean is so much 
more than just sun, sand 
and sea.|_]} 


Aruba to me... 





For today’s newspaper we received a lovely family 


en: 
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picture from Karen McCarthy 


She wrote: 


“Aruba to me is “happiness”. Home is your happy 
place and to us Aruba Is like a second home. For one 
week we get fo totally relax and forget about the rest 
of the world andreconnect with each other, laughing, 
talking, dining together and just enjoying each other. 
The people of Aruba are totally welcoming to make 


our vacation complete.) 
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New beginnings after the kitchen table and beyond with new restaurant: 


Infini by Chef Urvin Croes 


PALM BEACH — After spear- 
heading The Kitchen Table for 
five years, receiving notable 
recognitions in USA Today, The 
Daily Meal and earning the #1 
spot on Tripadvisor’s list of Fine 
Dining Restaurants in the Carib- 
bean, Chef Urvin Croes has now 
moved on to higher heights. In- 
fini, his new chef's table, which 
opened at the Blue Residences 
in November 2020, allows the 
Michelin-trained Aruban cu- 
linary artist to create gastro- 
nomic experiences unconfined 
by cultural or regional expec- 
tations. The former The Kitchen 
Table space has since been 
renovated into a suitable cu- 
linary studio to host this vision. 
In describing these changes, 
Croes says: “We opened up the 
entire kitchen and elevated the 
dining tables so guests have a 
front row stadium-like view of 
each step of the preparations. 
The spotlights, which we care- 
fully choreograph, follow the 
plates’ transition from blank 
canvas into culinary works of 
art.” 


“It is a flavor that you cannot de- 
fine, but you can create." 

He had been sitting on the first 
menu for over a year. Inspired by 
umami, one of the five basic tastes, 
and also Japanese for “essence of 
deliciousness”, Chef Croes strived 
to organically produce this palate 
in each dish of the eight-course 
Chef's Impression. “It is a flavor that 
you cannot define, but you can 
create. Take our popular langous- 
tine for example; we combined 
elements that are rarely paired 
together: the bitter, sour and salty 
flavors of the lemon cream, kom- 
bucha, green grapes, watercress 
and achiote, fused with the sweet 
and delicate taste of the langous- 
tine induce ultimate umami.” 


After hosting the first menu for 
three months, the Executive Chef 
introduced a second tour de force 
in February 2021 — this time a pes- 


catarian menu dedicated to Lent, 
of which Croes has to say: “I want- 
ed to focus on the finest fish in the 
world, they are the protagonists 
of this season.” Visitors can expe- 
rience the second Chef's Impres- 
sion until May 2021, at which point 
Croes and his team will reveal ex- 
citing new flavors for the summer. 


"Without a great team, there is no 
great chef” 

“There is very little | can do by my- 
self. Without a great team, there Is 
no great chef”, says Croes, while 
raving about the six young profes- 
sionals sharing his kitchen. All grad- 
uates of Aruba’s EPI College and 
familiar faces to the Chef as each 
one has completed their culinary 
internship Under his guidance. In 
fact, Infini’s Chef de Cuisine, Ash- 
win Maduro, was Urvin's very first 
student, before relocating to Am- 
sterdam, where he worked at sev- 
eral Michelin-starred restaurants, 
including &moshik (formally &Sam- 
houd Places). Having recently re- 





turned to Aruba, Chef Maduro Is 
thrilled to be reunited with his first 
mentor and hopes to secure Arvu- 
ba’s space on the global map of 
Unique culinary experiences. Simi- 
larly, after four years working in the 
two-Michelin starred restaurant 
Soeectrum, Chef de Partie Moises 
Ramirez returned home to share 
his vast experience in formulating 
recipes with meticulous attention 
to detail and consistency. Further 
down the kitchen line, Chef de 
Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked 
at the two-Michelin starred FG 
Restaurant, is all about expressing 
himself through cooking and plat- 
ing to create art that you can eat. 
Mixologist Marc-Anthony  Rannis 
brings eight years of experience in 
the fine dining industry to Infini. His 
fine craftsmanship is displayed in 
the unparalleled wine pairings and 
signature cocktails, which include 
his personally homemade syrups, 
garnishes and fresh local ingredi- 
ents. Maitre D’ and Junior Somme- 
lier Jessica Theysen, who previously 
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managed renowned Chef Den- 
nis Huwae’s Restaurant Daalder 
in Amsterdam, is a true storyteller. 
From the moment she serves the 
Salinity welcome drink and the cu- 
linary tale begins, she takes you on 
an adventure around the world 
to discover never-before-tasted 
combinations. Then, towards the 
end of the night, It is his time to 
shine — Pastry Chef Jean-Claude 
Werleman, that is. After soending 
the last two years perfecting his 
recipes in the Pastry Department of 
the Ritz Carlton Aruba, Werleman 
joins Infini fo continue exploring his 
passion for experimenting with col- 
ors and bold flavors. 


"It's time to show that Aruba is a cu- 
linary destination of its own" 

“The goal is to leave our visitors 
soeechless. The look on their faces 
whenever they take the first bite 
says it all and it is priceless", shares 
Croes, with a smile. Reclaiming the 
soot of number one restaurant in 
the Caribbean is also in sight, but 
this time he will not stop there. “In 
the end, we want Aruba to be 
recognized for its culinary mastery. 
We have trained the best culinary 
artists right here on the island and 
they have proven themselves in- 
ternationally in the most renowned 
kitchens in the world. Now it is time 
to show that Aruba is a culinary 
destination of its own. Who knows 
where that will take us; hopefully to 
infinity and beyond.” 





— Infini located at Blue Residenc- | 

es currently serves an eight- 
course Chef's Impression to up | 
to 21 guests starting at 6:30PM. | 


To make reservations visit www. 
—Infiniaruba.com or call +297- 
— 699-3982. L} 
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Are state interest-rate caps an automatic win for borrowers? 


By ANNIE MILLERBERND 

of NerdWallet 

Small-dollar, short-term 
lenders, Uunoburdened by a 
federal maximum interest 
rate, can charge borrow- 
ers rates of 400% or more for 
their loans. 

But more states are bring- 
ing that number down by 
setting rate caps to curb 
high-interest lending. Cur- 
rently, 18 states and Wash- 
ington, D.C. , have laws 
that limit short-term loan 
rates to 36% or lower, ac- 
cording to the Center for 
Responsible Lending. Other 
states are weighing similar 
legislation. 

“This legislative session 
we've seen an increased 
and renewed interest in 
limiting interest rates and 
limiting the harms of pay- 
day loans,” says Lisa Stifler, 
director of state policy for 
the CRL. Rate-cap oppo- 
nents say that when a state 
caps interest, lenders can 
no longer operate profit- 
ably, and consumers with 
already limited options lose 
their last resort. Consumer 
advocates say that caps 
free borrowers from preda- 
tory lending models. 

Here’s what happens when 
a state caps interest rates 
and what alternatives con- 
sumers have for small-dollar 
loans. 

LEGISLATION TARGETS APR 

To deter high-interest lend- 
ers and protect consumers 
against predatory loans, 
legislation targets the 
somewhat complex and 
decidedly unsexy annual 
percentage rate. 

APR is an interest rate plus 
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In this Oct. 1, 2020 file photo, a woman walks past a personal finance loan office in Franklin, Tenn. 


any fees a lender charges. 
A $300 loan repaid in two 
weeks with a $45 fee would 
have a 391% APR. The 
same loan with an APR re- 
duced to 36% would have 
a roughly $4.25 fee — and 
much less revenue for the 
lender. 

APR isn't an appropriate 
way fo view the cost of a 
small loan, says Andrew 
Duke, executive director 
of the Online Lenders AIl- 
liance, which’ represents 
short-term online lenders. 
“The number ends up look- 
ing a lot higher and more 
dramatic than what the 
consumer perceives to be 
the cost of the loan,” he 
Says. 

Duke says consumers 
should instead use the ac- 
tual fee to assess a loan’s 
affordability. 


But what the fee doesn’t 
show Is the costly, long-term 
debt cycle many borrow- 
ers end up in, Stifler says. 
More than 80% of payday 
loans are taken out within 
two weeks of repaying a 
orevious payday loan, ac- 
cording to the Consumer Fi- 
nancial Protection Bureau. 
“The business model of 
payday loans and the in- 
dustry is based on repeat 
borrowing,” Stifler says. “It 
is GQ product that causes 
a debt trap that actually 
pushes people out of the 
financial system.” 

In states that don’t allow 
interest rates above 36% 
or otherwise ban payday 
lending, there are no store- 
front payday lenders, ac- 
cording to the Pew Chari- 
table Trusts. 

CONSUMERS HAVE OTHER 


Associated Press 


OPTIONS 
Some_ high-interest loans, 
like pawn loans , may re- 


main after a rate cap Is im- 
plemented, Duke says, but 
limiting Consumers’ options 
could force them to miss bill 
payments or incur late fees. 
Illinois State Sen. Jacque- 
line Collins, D-Chicago 
who was a chief co-spon- 
sor on the consumer loan 
rate cap in Illinois that was 
signed into law in March 
, says she hopes that the 
new law will remove the 
distraction of payday and 
other high-interest loans 
and give the state's resi- 
dents a clearer view of af- 
fordable alternatives. 
Credit unions, for example, 
can offer small loans. While 
credit scores are consid- 
ered ond loan application, 
a credit union often has a 


history with a borrower and 
can assess their ability to 
repay the loan using other 
information. This can make 
it easier to qualify. 

For consumers struggling 
to pay bills, Stifler suggests 
contacting creditors and 
service providers for a pay- 
ment extension. She rec- 
ommends consumers turn 
to credit counseling agen- 
cies, which can offer free 
or inexpensive financial as- 
sistance , or religious orga- 
nizations, which can help 
provide food, clothing and 
help with transportation to 
q job interview . 

Exodus Lending is a Minne- 
sota nonprofit that advo- 
cates for fair lending laws 
and refinances residents’ 
high-interest loans with in- 
terest-free ones. 

Many people who come 
to Exodus for help say 
they chose a high-interest 
loan because they felt foo 
ashamed to ask a friend 
or family member for help, 
says Executive — Director 
Sara Nelson-Pallmeyer . lf 
Minnesota caps interest 
rates on short-term, small 
loans — which a bill on hold 
in the legislature aims to do 
— she says she’s not wor- 
ried about how consumers 
will fare. 

“They're going to do what 
people do in states where 
they aren't allowed,” she 
says. “Borrow from people 
you care about, ask for 
more hours, take On a sec- 
ond job, sell your plasma — 
just the things that people 
do who don’t go to pay- 
day lenders, and fthat's 
most people.” L) 





Ted Turner to give land to nonprofit but 
keep paying taxes 


LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Me- 
dia mogul and billionaire 
bison rancher Ted Turner is 
donating an 80,000-acre 
ranch he owns in western 
Nebraska to his own non- 
profit agriculture ecosys- 
tem research institute and 
says he might do the same 
with four other ranches in 
Nebraska’s Sand Hills. 

But he'll continue to pay 
taxes on the land, much to 
the relief of local officials 
and Nebraska leaders, the 


Omaha World-Herald 
ported Thursday. 

“| believe that local prop- 
erty taxes provide essen- 
tial support for services on 
which our ranches and 
communities depend,” 
Turner, 82, said in a news 
release last week announc- 
ing the new institute. 

“The Institute will continue 
to pay Its share of taxes to 
support the local commu- 
nities.” 

The prospect of such a 


re- 


large amount of land re- 
moved from tax rolls “would 
be painful,” said state Sen. 
Tom Brewer, of Gordon. 

The news release from Turn- 
er Enterprises Inc. and Turn- 
er Ranches announced 
the launch of the Turner 
Institute of Ecoagriculture, 
which expects to work in 
conjunction with South Da- 
kota State University to con- 
duct research and develop 
strategies fo conserve ECo- 
systems while raising bison 


‘Jr 
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In this Dec. 6, 2013, file photo, Ted Turner talks with guests at the 





Captain Planet Foundation benefit gala in Atlanta. 


and generating income off 


Associated Press 
grazing lands. LJ 
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Study: Northwest heat wave impossible 
without climate change 





By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

The deadly heat wave that 
roasted the Pacific North- 
west and western Canada 
was virtually impossible 
without human-caused cli- 
mate change that added 
a few extra degrees to the 
record-smashing tempera- 
tures, anew quick scientific 
analysis found. 

An international team of 27 
scientists calculated that 
climate change increased 
chances of the extreme 
heat occurring by at least 
150 times, but likely much 
more. 

The study, not yet peer re- 
viewed, said that before 
the industrial era, the re- 
gion's late June triple-digit 
heat was the type that 
would not have happened 
in human civilization. And 
even in today's warming 
world, it said, the heat was 
q once-in-a-millennium 
event. 

But that once-in-a-millenni- 
um event would likely occur 
every five to 10 years once 
the world warms another 
1.4 degrees (0.8 degrees 
Celsius), said Wednesday's 
study from World Weath- 
er Attribution. That much 
warming could be 40 or 50 
years away If carbon pollu- 
tion continues at its current 
pace, one study author 
sald. 

This tyoe of extreme heat 
“WOUId go from essentially 
virtually impossible to rela- 
tively commonplace,” said 
study co-author Gabriel 
Vecchi, a Princeton Univer- 
sity climate scientist. "That is 
a huge change.” 


In this Thursday, July 1, 2021 file piste. a wildfire Burhs in ‘the 


mountains north of Lytton, British Columbia, Canada, during 
record high temperatures. 


Associated Press 


The study also found that in 
the Pacific Northwest and 
Canada climate change 
was responsible for about 
3.6 degrees (2 degrees 
Celsius) of the heat shock. 
Those few degrees make 
a big difference in human 
health, said study Cco-du- 
thor Kristie Ebi, a professor 
at the Center for Health 
and the Global Environ- 
ment at the University of 
Washington. 

"This study is telling us cli- 
mate change is killing peo- 
ple," said Ebi, who endured 
the blistering heat in Seat- 
tle. 

She said it will be many 
months before a death toll 
can be calculated from 
June's blast of heat but 
it's likely to be hundreds or 
thousands. "Heat is the No. 
1 weather-related killer of 
Americans." 

In Oregon alone, the state 
medical examiner on 
Wednesday reported 116 
deaths related to the heat 
wave. 

The team of scientists used 
a well-established and 
credible method to search 
for climate change's role 
in extreme weather, ac- 
cording fo the National 
Academy of Sciences. 
They logged observations 
of what happened and 
fed them into 21 computer 
models and ran numer- 
ous simulations. They then 
simulated a world without 
greenhouse gases from 
the burning of coal, oil and 
natural gas. The difference 
between the two scenarios 
is the climate change por- 
tion. 


"Without climate change 
this event would not have 
happened,’ said study se- 
nior author Friederike Otto, 
a climate scientist at the 
University of Oxford. 

What made the Northwest 
heat wave so remarkable 
is how much hotter it was 
than old records and what 
climate models had pre- 
dicted. Scientists say this 
hints that some kind of larg- 
er climate shift could be in 
play — and in places that 
they didn't expect. 
"Everybody Is really worried 
about the implications of 
this event," said study co- 
author Geert Jan van Old- 
enborgh, a Dutch climate 
scientist. "This is something 
that nobody saw com- 
ing, that nobody thought 
possible. And we feel that 
we do not understand 
heat waves as well as we 
thought we did. The big 
question for many people 
is: Could this also happen 
in a lot of places?" 

The World Weather Attribu- 
tion team does these quick 
analyses, which later get 
oublished in peer-reviewed 
journals. In the past, they 
have found similar large 
climate change effects in 
many heat waves, includ- 
iINg Ones in Europe and Si- 
beria. But sometimes the 
team finds climate change 
wasn't a factor, as they did 
in a Brazilian drought and 
a heat wave in India. 

Six outside scientists said 
the quick study made 
sense and probably under- 
estimated the extent of cli- 
mate change's role in the 
heat wave. 

That's because’ climate 
models used in the simula- 
tions Usually underestimate 
how climate change alters 
the jet stream that parks 
“heat domes" over regions 
and causes some heat 
waves, said Pennsylvania 
State University climate sci- 
entist Michael Mann. 

The models also underes- 
timate how dry soil wors- 
ens heat because there Is 
less water to evaporate, 
which feeds a vicious cy- 
cle of drought, said Daniel 
Swain, a climate scientist 
at UCLA and the Nature 
Conservancy.) 
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COVID vaccines still work against mutant, 
researchers find 





A health worker prepares to administer a jab of the AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine during a vaccination drive for people ages 
30 to 39 in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 7, 2021. 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 

New research from France 
adds to evidence that 
widely used COVID-19 
vaccines still offer strong 
protection against a coro- 
navirus mutant that is 
spreading rapidly around 
the world and now is the 
most prevalent variant in 
the U.S. 

The delta variant is surg- 
ing through populations 
with low vaccination rates. 
On Thursday, Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky, director of the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
said that's leading to "two 
truths" — highly immunized 
swaths of America are get- 
ting back to normal while 
hospitalizations are rising in 
other places. 

"This rapid rise is troubling,” 
she said: A few weeks ago 
the delta variant account- 
ed for just over a quarter 
of new U.S. cases, but it 
now accounts for just over 
50% — and in some places, 
such as parts of the Mid- 
west, as much as 80%. 
Researchers from France's 
Pasteur Institute reported 
new evidence Thursday 
that full vaccination is criti- 
Cal. 

In laboratory tests, blood 
from several dozen people 
given thelr first dose of the 
Pfizer or AstraZeneca vac- 
cines "barely inhibited" the 
delta variant, the team 
reported in the journal Na- 
ture. 

But weeks after getting 
their second dose, nearly 
all had what researchers 


Associated Press 


deemed an immune boost 
strong enough to neutralize 
the delta variant — even 
if it was qa little less potent 
than against earlier ver- 
sions of the virus. 

The French researchers 
also tested unvaccinated 
people who had survived 
a bout of the coronavirus, 
and found their antibodies 
were four-fold less potent 
against the new mutant. 
But a single vaccine dose 
dramatically boosted their 
antibody levels — sparking 
cross-protection against 
the delta variant and two 
other mutants, the study 
found. 


That supports public health 
recommendations that 
COVID-19 survivors get 


vaccinated rather than re- 
lying On natural immunity. 

The lab experiments add 
to real-world data that the 















































delta variant's mutations 
arent evading the vac- 
cines most widely used in 
Western counires, Out un- 
derscore that it's crucial to 
get more of the world im- 
munized before the virus 
evolves even more. 
Researchers in Britain found 
two doses of the Pfizer vac- 
cine, for example, are 96% 
protective against hospi- 
talization with the delta 
variant and 88% effective 
against symptomatic _in- 
fection. That finding was 
echoed last weekend 
by Canadian research- 
ers, while a report from Is- 
rael suggested protection 
against mild delta infection 
may have dipped lower, to 
64%. 

Whether the fully vaccinat- 
ed still need to wear masks 
in places where the delta 
variant is surging is a grow- 
INg question. 

In the U.S., the CDC main- 
tains that fully vaccinated 
people don't need fo. 
Even before the delta vari- 
ant came along, the vac- 
cines weren't perfect, but 
the best evidence suggests 
that if vaccinated people 
nonetheless get the coro- 
navirus, they'll have much 
milder cases. 

"Let me emphasize, if you 
were vaccinated, you 


have a very high degree 
of protection," Dr. Antho- 
ny Fauci, the U.S. govern- 
ments top infectious dis- 
ease expert, said Thursday. 
In the U.S., case rates have 





been rising for weeks and 
the rate of hospitalizations 
has started to tick up, rising 
7% from the previous sev- 
en-day average, Walen- 
sky told reporters Thursday. 
However, deaths remain 
down on average, which 
some experts believe is 
at least partly due to high 
vaccination rates in peo- 
ole 65 and older — who are 
among the most suscep- 
tible to severe disease.L] 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
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San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
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San Nicolas 


100 
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527 3200 
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11141 
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115 

982 2219 
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Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
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Centre for Diabetes 
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el. 582 4433 
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Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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This combination photo shows, from eft, Tiffany Haddish, Brad Paisley, Snoop Dogg and William Shatner who will participate in this year's Shark Week, with a new 
record of 45 hours of programming on the Discovery Channel and streaming on discovery+ between July 11-18. 
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Haddish, Shatner, Paisley join Discovery's ‘Shark Week’ 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Deep 
in the ocean, surrounded 
by sharks, Tiffany Haddish 
stayed cool. She drew on 
her land-based © survival 
Skills. 

| was as frightened around 
them as | am around like a 
pack of pit bull dogs," she 
said in an interview. ‘| feel 
like animals pick Up On your 
energy. If youre in there 
being scared, they're like, 
‘Well, what you got¢ Why 
are you scared? ' It's like be- 
ing in the 'hood." 

Haddish is among the ce- 
lebrities signed on for this 
years Shark Week, with 
a record 45 hours of pro- 
gramming on the Discov- 
ery Channel and stream- 
iINg on discovery+ between 
July 11-18. 

Joining Haddish are Brad 
Paisley, William Shatner, 
Eric Bana, Snoop Dogg, Eli 
Roth, Robert Irwin, lan Zier- 
ing, Tara Reid and cast 
members from "Jackass." 
For Shark Week's 33rd year, 
there are documentaries, 
many specials and even a 
reality series for shark fans 
to sink their teeth into. 
Howard Swartz, a senior 
vice president at Discovery 
Channel, said Shark Week 
was born as a counterpoint 
for those who developed 
a fear of sharks and a de- 
sire to eradicate them after 
seeing “Jaws.” 

“What has evolved over the 
last three plus decades is to 


show that they're not these 
mindless killing machines, 
that sharks are amazingly 
intelligent animals," Swartz 
said. "Equally important 
is how critical they are to 
the ecosystem, how criti- 
cally important they are to 
the health of the oceans 
and therefore to life on our 
planet.” 

“Star Trek" star Shatner 
boldly went where he really 
didn't want to go — diving 
with sharks. He suffers from 
galeophobia, a persistent 
fear of sharks, but he over- 
came it in "Expedition Un- 
known: Shark Trek.” 

"| think it's very healthy to 
be afraid of an animal 
that has an 18-inch jaw 
with three sets of teeth," he 
said in an interview. ‘It's de- 
signed to eat, not you nec- 
essarily, but to eat. And if 
you're mistaken to be part 
of its food chain, that's your 
oroblem.” 

Eli Roth, the horror filmmak- 
er behind the bloody clas- 
sic "Hostel," joined the doc- 
Uumentary "Fin" to explain 
why millions of sharks have 
died to feed the continued 
demand for shark fin soup 
and other dishes. Bana nar- 
rates the doc “Envoy: Shark 
Cull," which focuses on of- 
ficial controversial shark 
control programs used in 
Australia. 

Noah Schnapp from the 
sci-fi series "Stranger Things’ 
suits Uo to search for the 
strangest sharks in the 


ocean, while Irwin comes 
face-to-face with a Great 
White for the first time. Even 
the online television and 
video star known as Dr. 
Pimple Popper is getting in 
on the act: Dr. Sandra Lee 
will explore the world of 
shark skin and see if if can 
help human skin issues. 
Paisley puts his musical tal- 
ents to the test to see how 
sound can attract or repel 
sharks, and Snoop Dogg 
narrates crazy shark moves 
— like the beasts making 
eye-popping leaps out of 
the water, prompting the 
rapper to call them "thirsty 
as hell’ — in "Sharkadelic 
Summer 2." 

For Haddish, her special 
about the reproduction of 
sharks — did you know fe- 
male sharks have two uter- 
uses? — will hopefully show 
how important to the plan- 
et sharks really are. 

"We all need each other. 
It's like ‘The Lion King' — the 
circle of life. We keep each 
other alive," she said. "No 
one on this planet for no 
reason... 

Swartz says inviting celebri- 
ties onto Shark Week Is a bit 
like when "Sesame Street" 
has on famous guest stars 
— they help attract a wid- 
er, intergenerational audi- 
ence. 

"At the end of the day, 
what the celebrities do for 
Us Is fo bring people into the 
tent who might not normal- 
ly come to Shark Week," he 


said. "Having said that, | will 
say you might be surprised 
at how many celebrities 
are fans of Shark Week." 

Dr. James Sulikowski, a pro- 
fessor at Arizona State Uni- 
versity, has been on Shark 
Week before but this time 
does something no one 
has ever done — perform 
an ultrasound on a wild fti- 
ger shark. 

It was necessary since sci- 
entists are still trying to pin- 
point where in the Baha- 
mas tiger sharks give birth 
and how humans can pro- 
tect the area. But first they 
needed to find a pregnant 
shark and that's where Su- 
likowski came in, calmly 
pushing his sonogram onto 
a shark's belly at the bot- 
tom of the ocean while 
dozens of her friends came 
to inspect. 

‘It was so many emotions 
all at once," he said in an 
interview. ‘It's chaos. It's 
terrifying. It's exhilarating. 
You're doing something 
that no one has ever done 
before. You're pushing the 
envelope. And right in the 
back of your mind It's like, 
‘You know what? | could be 
eaten.” 
“Mothersharker' — Sulikows- 
ki's wonderfully titled show 
— reveals another side to 
the offen misunderstood 
animals. "These sharks are 
moms," he said. "These are 
animals that are nurturing 
their young, they're carry- 
ing them, they're protect- 


ing them. It's an aspect that 
most people don't realize." 
Other shows include a spe- 
cial about an attempt to 
tag the last known South 
African Great White breed- 
er and another that at- 
tempts to answer why in 
2017 an entire Great White 
population disappeared 
overnight around South Af- 
rica's Seal Island. If you've 
ever wanted to see a sub- 
mersible mechanical shark 
in action, you're in luck with 
“MechasShoark." 

Discovery is also marking 
the debut of Its first Shark 
Week series. In "Shark 
Academy,’ eight men and 
women begin a six-week 
crash course to secure a 
crew spot on a shark expe- 
dition. And it wouldn't be 
Shark Week without a sci- 
entific look at "Sharknado" 
— lan Ziering and Tara Reid 
explore whether a_ shark 
tornado Is really possible. 
Discovery's "Shark Week" 
has a rival — its program- 
ming coincides with Na- 
tional Geographic's "Shark- 
Fest," which has 21 hours of 
new content and 60 hours 
of enhanced and archival 
footage over six weeks, 
with Chris Hemsworth the 
biggest draw. 

Both ventures share a com- 
mon theme: To tease out at 
least a grudging respect for 
sharks. Or, as Shatner said, 
‘These animals require our 
resoect and an intelligent 
fear, but not the panic." 
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By FRED GOODALL 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — The 
party began more than 
two hours before faceoff 
and got merrier as the night 
wore On. 

The Tampa Bay Light- 
ning won. their second 
straight Stanley Cup title 
on Wednesday night, de- 
feating the Montreal Ca- 
nadiens 1-0 to give a re- 
gion becoming known as 
Champa Bay Its third pro- 
fessional sports title in less 
than a year. 

A raucous crowd of 18,110 
packed Amalie Arena, 
while thousands more gath- 
ered on a plaza outside the 
building to celebrate af- 
ter being forced to follow 
the team's entire 2020 NHL 
playoff run from afar due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Fans stood for the final 
two minutes of goalten- 
der Andrei Vasilevskiy's fifth 
consecutive shutout in a 
series-clinching win, cheer- 
ing, snapping pictures and 
recording video on cell- 
phones. They remained on 
their feet, dancing to music 
blaring from speakers and 
soaking up the atmosphere 
of the post-game _ trophy 
ceremony. 

Vasilevskiy won the Conn 
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The Tampa Bay Lightning pose with the Stanley Cup after defeating the Montreal Canadiens 1-0 in 
Game 5 to win the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Wednesday, July 7, 2021, in Tampa, Fla. 


Smythe Trophy as the play- 
off MVP and each player 
— and coach Jon Coo- 
per — took turns skating 
around the rink with the 
Stanley Cup. 

"No one left. ... 
cool,’ 
said. 
"It's out of this world," de- 
fenseman Victor Hedman 
said. "Winning a Stanley 
Cup Is one thing. But doing 
it in front of our fans, family 
means the world.” 


It was pretty 
forward Alex Killorn 


The NFL's Buccaneers be- 
came the first team to win 
a Super Bowl played in its 
home stadium in February, 
with a largely pro-Tampa 
Bay crowd of 24,385 cheer- 
ing Tom Brady to a record 
seventh NEL title. 

The latest celebration 
comes just five months af- 
ter the Bucs beat the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs for their first 
Championship in 18 years. 
The region actually had a 
shot at a fourth title in the 
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past year. Major League 
Baseball's Tampa Bay Rays 
won the American League 
pennant, but lost the World 
Series to the Los Angeles 
Dodgers in six games while 
making most of its playoff 
run in MLB bubbles set up 
in San Diego and Arlington, 
Texas. 

The Lightning, who spent 
the entire 2020 postseason 
in Canada because of the 
oandemic, became the 
first team to clinch a Stan- 


ley Cup title on home ice 
since the Chicago Black- 
hawks in 2015. Mayor Jane 
Castor got her wish, too, 
since she had drawn atten- 
tion for asking the team to 
lose Game 4 so they could 
have a shot af winning at 
Amalie Arena instead. 
While coach Jon Cooper 
and his players said earlier 
this week that they didn't 
have a_ preference for 
where they hoisted the Cup 
for a third time as a fran- 
chise, it clearly felt good to 
do it before loyal fans re- 
sponding to calls to "Be The 
Thunder’ in the stands. 
"You never forget your first. 
. It's like we were doing 
it for the first time again," 
Cooper said, noting the 
difference of celebrating 
in the bubble without fans, 
family and friends — even 
owner Jeffrey Vinik — as 
opposed to Wednesday 
night. "We couldn't have 
written the script any bet- 
Ter.” 
While the Canadian gov- 
ernment limited capacity 
for Montreal home games 
during the Final to just 3,500, 
the Lightning gradually in- 
creased the number of fans 
allowed to buy tickets as 
the playoffs progressed.) 





German rider Politt wins Tour de France stage 12 in Nimes 


NIMES, France (AP) — Rare- 
ly in the spotlight, Nils Politt 
struggled to believe victory 
was his when It finally came 
at the Tour de France. 
After dropping his last re- 
maining rivals on the road 
leading to the city of 
Nimes in southern France, 
the German rider hit his 
helmet several times and 
shook his head as if to say, 
‘| can't believe it." After 
the strange feeling sank in, 
with the finish in sight, Politt 
made a big heart sign with 
his hands and crossed the 
line on his own to post only 
the second stage win of his 
professional career. 

Politt was part of a larger 
group that jumped out of 
the main pack in the early 
stages of the windy 159.4-ki- 
lometer (99-mile) stage 12 
between — Saint-Paul-Trois- 
Chateaux and Nimes. 

The German rider from the 


Bora-Hansgrohe team had 
attacked with three oth- 
er rivals from the 13-man 
breakaway group about 
AO kilometers from the finish. 
He then went solo with 12 
kilometers left with a sud- 
den acceleration that was 
left unanswered. 

"There were quite a lot of 
sprinters in Our group, so | 
had to make the race hard 
and attack quite early," 
Politt said. "| made first at- 
tack. | gave everything. To 
finish solo is unbelievable." 

Imanol Erviti and Harry 
Sweeny finished second 
and third, respectively, 31 
seconds behind. 

A one-day classic special- 
ist, the 27-year-old Pollitt has 
oosted many honorable re- 
sults at prestigious events 
in the past, including a 
runner-up finish at Paris- 
Roubaix two years ago. But 
despite his combative skills, 


Politt had never tasted vic- 
tory on the biggest stage. 
"Winning a Tour stage is a 
dream, it's really the best 
moment of my career," he 
added through a transla- 
tor. ‘It's my second win, but 
here it's different." 

Politt's victory brought com- 
fort to his team just hours 
after leader Peter Sagan 
withdrew from the race be- 
fore the start of the stage 
due to a knee injury. 

Race leader Tadej Poga- 
car rode with all other main 
contenders well behind the 
breakaway and crossed 
nearly 16 minutes behind 
the winner. With none of 
the breakaway riders a 
threat in the general clas- 
sification, the defending 
champion enjoyed a quiet 
day in the peloton after 
strong crosswinds created 
splits in the early stages. 
There was no_ significant 





German Nils Politt celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win 
the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 159.4 
kilometers (99 miles) with start in Saint-Paul-Trois-Chateaux and 
finish in Nimes, France, Thursday, July 8, 2021. 


change in the overall 
standings. Pogacar kept 
his 5:18 lead over second- 
placed Rigoberto  Uran, 
with Jonas Vingegaard in 
third, 5:33 off the pace. 

Friday's stage 13 to the 
medieval city of Carcas- 
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sone is an other flat trek 
suiting sprinters. Veteran 
sprinter Mark Cavendish will 
be chasing a 34th career 
stage win that would put 
him level with five-time Tour 
winner Eddy Merckx's alll- 
time record.) 
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Japan bans fans at Tokyo-area Olympics venues due fo virus 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI and 
STEPHEN WADE 

Associated Press 

TOKYO (AP) — Fans will be 
banned from Tokyo-area 
stadiums and arenas when 
the Olympics begin in two 
weeks, the city's governor 
said Thursday after meeting 
with organizers of the pan- 
demic-postponed games. 
That means the Olympics 
will be a largely TV-only 
event, after the Japanese 
government put the capi- 
tal under a COVID-19 state 
of emergency because of 
rising new infections and 
the highly contagious delta 
variant. 

The declaration was made 
by Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga, and the spectator 
ban was agreed to by Jap- 
anese Olympic organizers, 
the International Olympic 
Committee, the Interna- 
tional Paralympic Commit- 
tee, and the metropolitan 
government of Tokyo. 

It was a serious blow for 
Japanese taxpayers and 
local organizers of the 
games, which already had 
been postponed from 2020 
by the coronavirus. Hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
ticket revenue will be lost, 
and that must be made up 
by the government. Fans 
also have endured months 
of uncertainty about 
whether the Olympics will 
go ahead. 

"Many people were looking 
forward to watching the 
games at the venues, but | 
would like everyone fo fully 
enjoy watching the games 
on TV at home," Tokyo Gov. 
Yuriko Koike said after the 
meeting. ‘It's gut-wrench- 
ing because many people 
looked forward to watch- 
ing at the venues." 

Fans from abroad were 
banned months ago, and 
the new measures will 
mean no spectators in sta- 
diums and arenas around 
Tokyo — both indoor and 
outdoor venues. 

The ban covers Tokyo and 
three surrounding prefec- 
tures — Kanagawa, Saita- 
ma and Chiba. A smat- 
tering of events in outlying 
areas, like baseball in the 
northeastern prefecture of 
Fukushima, will allow a lim- 
ited number of fans. 

The state of emergency 
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International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Thomas Bach (on-screen) and Tokyo 2020 
president Seiko Hashimoto, left, wave at the beginning of the five-party meeting in Tokyo, Thurs- 


day, July 8, 2021. 


begins July 12 and runs 
through Aug. 22. The Olym- 
pics, which open July 23 
and run through Aug. 8, fall 
entirely under the emer- 
gency period, while the 
Paralympics open Aug. 24. 
"Taking into consideration 
the impact of the delta 
strain, and in order to pre- 
vent the resurgence of 
infections from  spread- 
INg across the Country, we 
need to step up virus pre- 


vention measures,’ Suga 
said. 
IN principle, the July 23 


opening ceremony aft the 
new $1.4 billion National 
Stadium will be without 
paying fans, although 
some dignitaries, sponsors, 
IOC officials and others will 
be allowed fo attend. 

"We will have to review the 
situation about the digni- 
taries and stakeholders,” or- 
ganizing committee Presi- 
dent Seiko Hashimoto said 
of the opening ceremony. 
"No fans was a very difficult 
decision," she added. 
Hashimoto acknowledged 
some regrets, particularly 
about the decision coming 
so late. 

"We had no choice but 
to arrive at the no-spec- 
tator decision," she said. 


“We postponed and post- 
poned, one after another. 
| have done some soul- 
searching about that." 

The emergency declara- 
tion made for a rude arrival 
for IOC President Thomas 
Bach, who landed Thurs- 
day in Tokyo for the games. 
He attended the. virtual 
meeting on fans from his 
five-star hotel for l|OC offi- 
cials where he was self-iso- 
lating for three days. 

“What can | say? Finally we 
are here," Bach said, sound- 
ing Upbeat as he opened 
the late night meeting that 
ended close to midnight. 
‘| have been longing for 
this day for more than one 
year... 

Toshiro Muto, the CEO of 
the organizing committee, 
said many sponsors, fed- 
eration officials and others 
would be considered to be 
“organizers’ and thus would 
be allowed to attend ven- 
ues. He said some might 
occupy public seating, but 
he said he did not know 
the numerical details." 
Organizers had expected 
to generate about $800 
million in ticket sales. Any 
shortfall — and it could be 
almost the entire amount 
— will have to be made up 
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by Japanese government 
entities. 

Japan ts officially soending 
$15.4 billion on the Olym- 
pics, and several govern- 
ment audits say it's much 
larger. All but $6.7 billion is 
public money. 

Two weeks ago, organizers 
and the lIOC allowed ven- 
ues to be filled to 50% of 
capacity, with crowds not 
To exceed 10,000. The state 
of emergency forced the 
late turnaround, which was 
always an option if infec- 
tions got worse. 

On Thursday, Tokyo report- 
ed 896 new cases, Up from 
673 a week earlier. It's the 
19th straight day that cases 
have topped the mark set 
seven days prior. New cas- 
es on Wednesday hit 920, 
the highest total since 1,010 
were reported on May 13. 
The main focus of the emer- 
gency is a request for bars, 
restaurants and karaoke 
parlors serving alcohol to 
close. A ban on serving al- 
cohol is a key step to tone 
down Olympics-related 
festivities and keep people 
from drinking and party- 
ing. Tokyo residents are ex- 
pected to face requests to 
stay home and watch the 
games on IV. 
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"How fo stop people enjoy- 
ing the Olympics from go- 
ing out for drinks is a main 
issue, Health Minister Nori- 
hisa Tamura said. 

The rise in infections also 
has forced the Tokyo city 
government to pull the 
Olympic torch relay off the 
streets, allowing it only on 
remote islands off the capi- 
tal’s coast. 

"The infections are in their 
expansion phase and ev- 
eryone in this country must 
firmly understand the se- 
riousness of if," said Dr. 
Shigeru Omi, a top govern- 
ment medical adviser. 

He urged authorities to take 
tough measures quickly 
ahead of the Olympics, 
with summer vacations ap- 
proaching. 

Omi has repeatedly called 
for a spectator ban, call- 
ing if “abnormal” to stage 
an Olympics during a pan- 
demic. 

A government COVID-19 
advisory panel on Wednes- 
day expressed concerns 
about the resurgence of 
infections. 

“Two-thirds of the infections 
in the capital region are 
from Tokyo, and our con- 
cern is the spread of the 
infections to neighboring 
areas," said Ryuji Wakita, 
director-general of the Na- 
tional Institute of Infectious 
Diseases. 

The Olympics are push- 
ing ahead against most 
medical advice, partially 
because the postpone- 
ment stalled the IOC's in- 
come flow. It gets almost 
75% from selling broadcast 
rights, and estimates sug- 
gest it would lose $3 billion 
to $4 billion if the Olympics 
were canceled altogether. 
About 11,000 Olympians 
and 4,400 Paralympians 
are expected fo enter Ja- 
pan, along with tens of 
thousands of officials, judg- 
es, administrators, soonsors, 
broadcasters and media. 
The IOC says more than 
80% of Olympic Village resi- 
dents will be vaccinated. 
Nationwide, Japan has 
had about 810,000 cases 
and nearly 14,900 deaths. 
Only 15% of Japanese are 
fully vaccinated, still low 
compared with 47.4% in 
the United States and al- 
most 50% in Britain. 


